FROM    SEA   TO    SKY

of Admiral Lord Cork and Orrery. The voyage was without
incident, except for a very well-executed torpedo attack by aircraft
on our ship. There was a fair sea running and ships were throwing
the spray over their forecastles, but the carrier was operating her
aircraft, in spite of this, without any crashes.

In March (1935) Hitler introduced conscription of German
youth, and at the same time revealed his air strength, so now we
were to expand the Air Force more rapidly. Yet Peace Pledge
Union pamphlets and declaration forms favouring disarmament
were still being distributed to householders.

The King's Silver Jubilee celebrations were a feature of this
summer of 1935. On May 6th the Westminster Abbey ceremony
took place, followed on June i6th by a Naval Review at Spithead,
at which the F.A.A. flew past the Royal Yacht in formation. As
this was regarded as a purely naval show, no flying-boats of
Coastal Command took part. Although I pressed most strongly
that they should, it was ruled that the two services should confine
participation in their respective reviews to their own units. It
seemed to me to over-emphasize the independence of the two
services, but in my innocence I did not realize that the attitude
adopted was influenced by the coming naval campaign to gain
complete control of their own air arm ashore, as well as afloat.
However, at our air station at Gosport, we provided all facilities
for the F.A.A. squadrons which took part in the review under
Rear-Admiral Ramsay. In return, I spent a pleasant evening on
board Courageous watching the fireworks, for that was the night
when the "Fleet was all lit up."

The R.A.F. review for His Majesty was held on July 6th at
Mildenhall and Duxford, My wife and I attended the lunch at
Duxford at which the King and Queen were present, and after-
wards saw an excellent fly past of the Air Defence Squadrons, I
think we all wished that there could have been more of them.

The Prince of Wales visited Jersey and Guernsey at the end of
July, and I flew there in one of the new Short Singapore flying-
boats, to bring him back. It was my first visit to the Channel
Islands, and, at Jersey, I made the acquaintance of Mr. Davis
who owned the schooner Westward and regularly raced this fine
boat at the Cowes Regatta. I was later to take part on board
Westward in the schooner race round the Isle of Wight, and I
remember being roundly cursed for a landlubber by the owner-
skipper for getting in the way of the spinnaker when it was hauled
down after a change of course. He had a fine command of lan-
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